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fought, his army was considerably increased by
reinforcements from Normandy and Picardy and
even from Champagne and the banks of the Loire.
Though impatient of a protracted campaign, the
French gentry scented a battle from afar, and eager
for the fray hastened to swell the King's ranks. But
even so, he was greatly outnumbered, and could
oppose only 2,200 cavalry and 8,000 infantry to
Mayennc's 4,000 veteran horse and 12,000 foot.

Du Plessis-Mornay, always first where he could
serve his master with pen or sword, reached the field
in time to charge in the first line of the King's
division, composed almost entirely of men of birth
and quality, but after the day was won he exclaimed:
" You have, Sire, committed the bravest folly that
ever was, in staking the fate of a kingdom on one
cast of the dice/*

Yet Henry IV. had been careful to leave as little
as possible to chance. Nothing w:u omitted which
might enable his men to eater the battle with stout
hearts and vigorous bodies. The March night was
stormy and cold, but most of the royal troops were
lodged in the villages on the fringe of the plain of
Ivry, and large fires, tents and shelter were provided
for those who were compelled to encamp in the
open. A plentiful supply of wine and provisions
was distributed to all. The King himself visited
their quarters with such words to officers and men
as were likely to raise their enthusiasm to the highest
pitch. The Count of Schomberg, the Colonel of the
German mercenaries, asking on the previous day for
the arrears of pay due to his men, had received a curt